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as its hub for Sustainable Development Goal 9
for 2021-2024.
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“One key changed everything.”

| arrived in Japan during the peak of COVID, with a
heart full of mixed courage and homesickness. My first
months were spent in a small apartment, learning new
routines and a new language while studying hard. After
six months, | moved into the International House, and
something shifted:it felt like a true home. The facilities
were thoughtful, the community warm,and the room soon
carried the scent of my own cooking and late-night study
notes. When my husband joined me, the space became
our first home in Japan and our first home after marriage.
Designed for couples and close to campus, it made my
laboratory life far easier. For years, that room held our
beginnings—quiet breakfasts, shared ambitions, and the
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steady comfort that even far from home, we belonged.
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