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BROADENING THE HORIZON OF THOUGHT THROUGH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

Not only | had pleasure from attending some wonderful conferences in 2013, but also had the honor to receive some awards.
Research conferences can be international, national, or regional. However, regardless of geographical scope, they all should
be treated as equally excellent opportunities to get to know people with similar interests and to grow a network of friends,
acquaintances, and peers beyond our own college or university.

Especially during international conferences, | had the opportunity to exchange ideas, share resources, participate in debates
and develop friendships with people from all over the world. | think it is very fun and a win-win situation when our works and
achievements are being reviewed by fellow-mates and received live feedbacks of both criticisms and praises which help me to
extend my insights and broaden my thinking horizon.

It is an undeniable fact that every international conference that | had participated every year is a very conducive platform to
nurture young researchers and PhD candidates such as me. By attending some great presentations during the conference where the
presenters shared cutting-edge research, it allows me to learn about the new things that are currently developed in other countries
and at the same time, it provides me with a very productive experience and the knowledge explosion in the current information-rich
era especially within my area of expertise of non-destructive testing and evaluation (NDT&E). It is a great way to keep ourselves
up-to-date and abreast of emerging themes and technology and to understand in which directions of the research are growing and
which are disappearing.

For those who have the chance to participate in any international conference, do not miss it! Grab every golden moment to grow
and groom your professional network, to build and bolster your knowledge base and to expand and broaden your resources.
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Opportunities don't happen,
you create them. by Chris Grosser
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