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Nagooka - My South Pole

Tales about snow is quite common in Africa. Like some Africans, before coming | had numerous
coaching, so many boring tales about how cold it gets that | think some were alter exaggeration,
but | was like “I'm a man I'll try”. | departed with hope, enthusiasm, well-armed to my knowledge
against the cold.

Generally in Cameroon, when its & TH & its 17° C, you need to see how people are dressed
as if they were in Hokkaido.

On landing, | was picked up by my contact person; the cold wind greeted me angrily before he
could realize his coat was already zipped on me. He said “you are lucky it isn’t cold today”. Here |
was shaking; cold to my core and someone tells me “it is not cold today”! If this is not cold | said to
myself, what is cold then? The following days were horrible. But, there was a balance | suppose.
My excitement for school outweighed my desire to stay inside and keep warm. | tried to adjust, the
snow | didn’t get to appreciate started looking nice. After a month, | could even go out strolling,
making snow angel, had snow fight with friends on campus. You could see me jumping in the snow
as if | liked it whereas | was just trying to create friendship between it (snow) and I. Snow may be
different to different people. Whatever it is that comes to your mind when you think of snow;
beautiful, lovely, awful, cold or horrible, for an African like me, you just need to toughen up to
appreciate its beauty. It is beautiful, right?
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