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I visited Nagaoka University of Technology (NUT)
first time in year 2002 when I was a lecturer at
Khon Kaen University, Thailand (KKU). First time
staying for only 2 months, I experienced so many
fascinating things about NUT. The university has
much collaboration not only with industrial
sections in Japan but also with universities around
the world. When taking a tour to each laboratory,
I saw smart students working under good
environment with excellent team work, variety of
test machines and lab equipment, full capacity
workshop with skillful technical staffs, kind
supports from administration staffs, and most of
all, time contribution of SENSEIs to transfer
knowledge to students through various learning
methods. At that time, I said to myself I would
definitely come back to NUT again to earn my
next degree.

To be a student in Mutoh - Miyashita - Otsuka
Laboratory for totally 7 years, I obtained precious

systematical thinking and learning skills, both
theoretically and practically. Because our
laboratory conducts researches involving
mechanical behavior of materials (those conclude
reliability and safety, degradation mechanisms, as
well as developing new processing methods) in
which knowledge are applied everywhere;
structures, machines, energy production systems
such as powerplants, transportations such as
aircrafts, high speed trains, ships, etc., therefore
deep understanding of mechanical behavior of
materials are crucial. Seminar and progress report
with very deep and tough questions from SENSEIs
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and lab members encouraged me to be much
more careful in every viewpoints, which improved
my common sense of engineering and
responsibility for everything I reported, published
or gave personal engineering comments to the
public.

Not only concentrating on study, the collaboration
of NUT with universities around the world
provided me very good opportunities to know
many friends from many countries. We enjoyed
sharing experiences such as languages, foods,
lifestyles, cultures and manners of each country.
NUT also provides activities such as school trips,
ski & snowboard trip, NUT festival (GIDAISAI),
and international student party every year to
make closer relationship between Japanese and
foreign students. Then we have more and more
friends every year. Even if I graduated and came
back to my country, many friends are still keeping
in touch and coming to visit Thailand.

Currently, I am a lecturer at the Faculty of
Engineering, KKU. Many learning methods from
NUT are applied to my classes which make my
students enjoy and are more creative and
productive in their works. Since I already love the
field of mechanical behavior of materials, my
current research involves degradation
mechanisms of engineering materials such as
fatigue, corrosion, wear, combined effect of those
mentioned and later my research interests are
expanded to failure analysis of machine
components and systems. The knowledge I
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earned do not end in the university but they are
shared to industrial sections through The
Engineering Institute of Thailand under H.M. the
King’ s Patronage (EIT); the biggest engineering
professional society of Thailand.

I would like to express my great gratitude to NUT
for giving me invaluable experiences. If you wish
your success in both studying and job opportunity,
please come and join NUT!
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In my life, I always believe in these two words: "Dream”
and "Opportunity”. Since I was very young, I dreamed
of becoming an engineer. Having in mind a target in
one's life, it is easier to lay down the paths to walk the
future.

As commonly noted, engineering is not an easy field of
study. However, once you set yourself a goal for your
future --a goal to achieve, you will enjoy studying in
your chosen field no matter how hard it is and you
would not feel giving up to any obstacle.

To realize my dream, I always seek for opportunities to
increase my knowledge and skills required to become a
good engineer. [ know that "opportunity only comes to
a person who is ready for it." Bearing this in mind, I
always find ways to improve my language skills
particularly English and Japanese as well as technical
skills by attending science and technology summer
camps organized by local universities. 1 admittedly
have to say that I was not the best student in class but I
continually remind myself to "always do the best" every
single day.

As a consequence, an opportunity opened up for me
when I was a senior student in the Industrial
Engineering Undergraduate Program at Thammasat
University, Thailand. I was selected among ten
applicants to win a one-year grant to study at Nagaoka
University of Technology (NUT) in the Laboratory of
Professor Yoshiharu Mutoh - Associate Professor Yokio
Miyashita - Associate Professor Yuichi Otsuka. I felt
truly thankful to NUT to give me such an opportunity. I
am so glad now that I did not let that opportunity slip
by and had worked very hard in preparing to compete
for the grant.
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Time spent at NUT for one year resulted in more
opportunities for me starting with scholarship to
continue my graduate studies in the Master's Program
and subsequently in the Doctoral Program. I did a
research on strength of materials and material
processing which is a part of mechanical engineering.
Changing study field from industrial engineering to
mechanical engineering, I had to work much harder
than others to adjust my knowledge background while
also learning Japanese language at the same time.

However, my life at NUT has been a happy one since 1
had full supports from everyone around me. As an
international student, I received full support from the
university -- scholarship, dormitory, language class,
tutor, and other services. I had nothing to worry at all
studying at NUT.

For research works, NUT has laboratory fully equipped
with machines and tools to support research activities
and tests. Moreover, all of my professors here did not
only teach me the knowledge but also the ability to
think analytically and logically in dealing with research
problems encountered. They were committed not only
to teaching as sensei but also to acting as TEAM
players.

Life in the laboratory here is so much like a family. It is
a small research community that I had a lot of friends
to share difficulties and successes and most importantly
to help each other. Having such a great team, I felt so
at home which made me stay back at NUT for eight
years.

After my graduation, I felt that I finally have reached
my goal of becoming an "engineer." Again, [ ask myself
what kind of engineer I want to be. Only one answer I

LA

have in my mind is to be "an engineer who can make
the world a better place to live in and who can give to
others a better chance in life."

I decided to accept the offer to work as Specially
Appointed Assistant Professor in the Department of
Nuclear System Safety at NUT under the support of
Professor Toru Ogawa. I applied my knowledge and
experience in materials to work in different field and
found out that once you have good thinking process
and analytical skills you can do anything. It becomes a
challenge for you to find a way to apply your
knowledge to do any job coming your way. Working at
NUT is such a great experience for me. Many good
memories with colleagues and students still linger on.

And now, I am back in Bangkok, Thailand. I choose to
be someone who can give a chance to Thai people. So,
I have decided to work as a lecturer at Thammasat
University and also serving in the Faculty of
Engineering as Assistant Dean for Planning and
Finance.

Being a lecturer, I used all of experience and know-how
I learned from NUT to teach others. And I tell myself
to play not only the part of a teacher but also a TEAM
player with my students exactly like all my NUT
professors did to me. Moreover, I am now exploring
further opportunity to collaborate with a national and
international research organization.

Although I am not presently working at NUT, I still do
some work sometimes with NUT Thailand Office. I will
do my very best to act as a bridge connecting my
country to Japan. Last but not least, I want to say that I
get to my own destiny with “dream” and “opportunity” .
And how about you? What is your dream?
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