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THE NEED TO UNDERSTAND
GLOBAL STANDARDS

ERILBEHER

Brian Drier Seth
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Recently, there has been a movement in
Japanese education to stress the necessity for
Japanese students to think for themselves and
express their opinions. Of course, it is important
to take initiative in articulating one’s opinion.
One more necessary skill is the ability to
understand and meet the standards of the
people and world around us. These standards or
conventions exist in classrooms and conferences
as well as in the workplace.

For this purpose, vocabulary is necessary, as is
an awareness of standards, forms, and tone of
expression. In particular, this is one important
mission of an SGU (super global university), where
we make a promise to our students: “When you
graduate, you will have a part to play and can make
a difference anywhere in the world.” If students
do not understand the global standards and
expectations, they will be unable to meet them.

In my class with Ihara-Sensei, we focus on
presentation, because presentation skill is
applicable in many situations and settings, and it
contributes to the power of critical thinking and
self-expression. We seek to teach students
appropriate vocabulary and expressions, as well
as how to communicate their ideas more
effectively. If they can do so anywhere in the
world, then they can meet global expectations,
and they can make a difference—from the
classroom to the world beyond---
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